CONSOLIDATED ANNUITIES (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated so December 1852 ’i—for, 

COPY “ of a Memorial addressed to the First Lord of the Treasury, dated 
the 3d day of October 1851, from the Board of Guardians of the Union of 
Ballyvaughan, in the County of Clare, in reference to the Consolidated 
Annuities in Ireland. 



To the Right Hon. Lord John Russell, Fbrst Lord of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, &c. &c. &c. 

Tlie MEMORIAL of the Guardians of the Poor of the Ballyvaughan Union, 
in the County of Clare, 

Respectfully showeth, 

That the Union of Ballyvaughan has been, and yet continues to be in a 
very distressed and insolvent state, so as to have required, and yet to require 
contributions out of the Rate in Aid Fund for the relief of the destitution of that 
distnct. 



Tliat large farms in the Union ai*e waste and unoccupied, while^ from the 
failure of the potatoe crop, and the apprehension caused by heavy taxation, the 
farmers are generally emigrating with then* effects, and thereby reducing the 
means out of which rates might be levied. 

That the able-bodied male labourers have gone to work to England, leaving 
their wives and children an increasing and unjust burthen on the rates of the 
Union. 



That in consequence of the above deplorable state of the Union, debts have 
recently been contracted by this Board amounting to 2,000 1. and upwards, to 
recover which some of the contractors have commenced law proceedings. 

Tliat the Poor Law Commissioners have led this Board to hope that further 
aid out of the Rate in Aid Fund will be advanced to them, hut that from the 
pressure on them they have been recently obliged to declare rates on some of 
the electoral divisions most indebted to the contractors, as follows, videlicet — 



On Gleninagh - 
Derren 
Lisdoom^arna 
Drumcreechy 



s. d. 

20 - in the pound. 

17 6 „ „ 

16 - „ „ 

12 - „ 



for the necessary requirements of these districts for six months, and that, too, 
on an over-high valuation of the lands of the Union. 

That the requirements of the other districts wiU compel this Board to strike 
rates for a similar period averaging 8 s. in the pound sterling. 

That if the above necessary rates be put into course of collection the whole 
Union wiU become waste and depopulated; but your Memorialists hope that 
further timely assistance from the Rate in Aid Fund wiU avert such terrible 
calamity. 

That the large expenditure under the Land Improvement Act of about 
3,500 L, by Messrs. Pierse Creagh and Cornelius Creagh, in the electoral division 
of Mount Elva, had hitherto kept down the rates of that division, and lightened 
those on the adjoining division of Lisdoonvama, but that the repayment of such 
Land Improvement loans is now a heavy tax on the properties of these 
proprietors. 

„q That 
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That the circumstances of this Union are more particularly set forth in a 
Memorial to the Poor Law Commissioners, a copy of whieh was lately trans- 
mitted to the Treasury, and to which your Memorialists beg leave to direct your 
Lordship’s attention. 

Your Memorialists therefore pray that the above facts may be taken into your 
consideration, and if it seem expedient, just, and politic so to do, that your 
Lordship will order the suspension of the sealed order sent to this Union for tlie 
assessment and repayment of the Government advances made under the 13th 
Victoria. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Board, and by their order, 

3 October ISr?!. P/ene Crcofjh, Chairman. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambei-B,'l 
80 December 1862. J 



GEO. A. HAMILTON. 
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